
 

 

 

 

 

 

PREWORSHIP MUSIC 
 

PRELUDE 
 

GREETING 

Pastor:  He came as a baby in a manger. 

Congregation: O come, let us adore him. 

Pastor:  He came in a lowly stable. 

Congregation: O come, let us adore him. 

Pastor:  Shepherds brought their worship. 

Congregation: O come, let us adore him. 

Pastor:  Angels sang his praise. 

Congregation: O come, let us adore him. 

Pastor:  Magi brought their gifts. 

Congregation: O come, let us adore him. 

Pastor:  What shall we do? 

Congregation: O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

All people:  Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

Liturgist: Tonight, we light all the candles of the Advent wreath. Four weeks ago, we 

lit the first one, then each week, added another. Each candle has a special 

meaning: HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE. Let us now light the final 

candle and remember, Jesus, the Christ-Child, who is the Light of the 

World. (Pause for lighting for Christ Candle) 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

All people: O wondrous God of the stars, we come tonight with breathless wonder to 

see the babe who will change our lives. We hear the names “Wonderful 

Counselor,” “Mighty God,” “Prince of Peace,” and we are in awe. You 

have touched the earth this night with your unconditional love. Touch 

us— touch our hearts and minds and souls. May we never tire of this – 

your salvation story. May we never take it for granted. Make this night 

magical again. Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

FIRST READING                         An Angel Appears to Mary                            Luke 1:26-38 
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Christmas Eve 

Service of Word & Sacrament 

December 24, 2023 at 7 PM 



SECOND LESSON                  An Angel Appears to Joseph                      Matthew 1:18-23 
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THIRD LESSON                                    Birth of Christ                                         Luke 2:1-7 
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FOURTH LESSON                                Shepherds                                              Luke 2:8-15 
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FIFTH LESSON                            Mary Pondered in her Heart                        Luke 2:16-20 

ANTHEM                                         Holy is the Newborn King                       Chancel Choir 

 

SIXTH LESSON                                     Wise Ones                                Matthew 2:1-2, 7-11 

CAROL                                               We Three Kings                                 Bulletin, Page 11 

 

OFFERING INVITATION  

Liturgist: Just as the Magi worshipped by bringing gifts to the Christ child, we too, worship 

by giving of our money, talents, and time. Let us dedicate all we give with a song 

and prayer. (A white offering box is located outside the sanctuary by the exit 

door) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

All people: Holy One, as we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child, we seek to honor you 

with these monetary gifts.  We know that everything in this world is a gift from 

you, O God, so we humbly return a generous portion of these gifts to you.  We 

pray that these gifts may help this church to change people’s lives and to 

spread your message of salvation.  In the name of the Babe lying in the 

manger, we pray. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC            Away in A Manger/Stars are Shining Bright               JAM Choir 

(J.A.M.) Jesus And Me is a Wednesday evening COMMUNITY children/youth ministry. 

Please see Page 5 of your bulletin for details and registration information. 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

GREETING 

Pastor:  Come to the Lord’s Table: 

  All who have deep faith, 

  And all who would like to have more, 

  All who have been to this holy meal often, 

  And all who have never or have not been for a long time, 

  All who follow Jesus, 

  And all who feel as if they’ve wandered from his Way. 

  Come! It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. 
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PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us confess what it is we believe - 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  

and in the beauty of the gospel begun in Bethlehem. 

Congregation:      I believe in the One whose spirit glorified a little town;  

        and whose spirit still brings peace to persons all over the world,  

        in towns both large and small. 

Pastor:           We believe in the One for whom the crowded inn had no room,  

        and confess that hearts today,  

        still want to shut Christ out.  

Congregation:      I believe in the One who the rulers of the earth ignored  

        and the proud could never understand, 

             whose life was among common people,  

             whose welcome came from persons of hungry hearts. 

Pastor:                    We believe in the One who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible: 

Congregation:      I believe in the One whose cradle was a mother's arms,  

             who looked at persons and helped them see others,  

        different from themselves, as God saw them –  

        as God’s beloved children. 

Pastor:        We confess an ever-lasting need of God: 

Congregation:      The need of forgiveness for our selfishness and greed,  

              the need of new life for empty souls,  

             the need of love for hearts grown cold. 

Pastor:        We believe in God,  

Congregation:       the Creator of heaven and earth, 

        the Alpha and the Omega, my beginning and end. 

Pastor:             We believe in Jesus,  

Congregation:       the Son of the living God,  

              born in Bethlehem this night,  

                         for me and for the world.  

Pastor:                     We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

Congregation:       the promised Advocate and spiritual Presence of Christ, 

         who reminds me of how much God loves me when I forget. 

          

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Indeed, O God, we believe in the One born in Bethlehem this night - and 

we give you thanks for all the gifts that you give have given us through 

him.  We praise you for his birth, for how he lived his life as a servant, 

commanding all who would be his disciples to love God and love their 

others, even as they loved themselves. We give humble praise for how, in 

obedience and love Christ gave himself over to death, even death on a cross, 

for our sakes – and in doing so, opened to all people the gates of heaven 

and the way to eternal life. O God, we spread this table before you as Jesus 

commanded us to do, on the night he was betrayed. We remember how he 

took bread, gave you thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying,  
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Congregation: “Take and eat. This is my body, broken for you." 

Pastor: We remember how when the meal was done,  Jesus took the cup of blessing, 

and after giving thanks, offered it to his disciples saying,  

Congregation: "Take and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new covenant,  

poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. As often 

as you do this, remember me." 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Bless, O God, this bread and fruit of the vine. Send your Spirit upon these 

ordinary elements and make them holy. Send your Spirit upon us and grant 

us courage to recommit ourselves to growing in faith, being active in a 

church community, and living in a way that reveals Christ’s love to all we 

meet, through our words and actions. We ask through Christ our Lord, and 

pray the prayer he taught us... 

All people: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

SHARING THE ELEMENTS 

The Lord’s Table is open to ALL people. 

Wine red. Grape juice clear. 

Receive the bread and eat.  

Take the cup and drink. Dispose of the cup in the wastebasket.  

Come to communion by way of the center aisle  

Return to your seat by way of the side aisles. 

 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE AND PRAYER 

All people: Almighty God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 

brightness of the one true Light of the World, Jesus Christ, the 

Holy Child of Bethlehem. In Word and Sacrament, we have seen 

him and know that your promises are true. Send us forth from 

this faith community to live in hope and peace, joy and love, until 

we gather again. This we ask in the name of Emmanuel, God-

with-us. Amen. 

 

HOMILY                                                  Break-In                               Rev. Laura C. Baker 
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

As the sanctuary lights grow dim, Pastor Baker will light her candle as a signal to slowly 

begin lighting your candles.  
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EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES 

Please leave your candle in the pew. They will be used by worshippers at the 11:15 service. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: On this holy night, let us go forth to be “silent” no more. Let us go forth to 

proclaim the good news that Jesus, the Savior of the world is born. Let us 

proclaim it on the mountains, over the hills and everywhere! 
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(Intro by the J.A.M. Choir using Boomwackers) 

 

POSTLUDE                                     Joy to the World 

(Intro by the J.A.M. Choir using table bells) 

 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST IS CARRIED INTO THE WORLD                                 

 

You are invited to return later this evening, for a worship service that begins at 11:15 PM. 

It is a very warm and sacred service lasting only about 30 minutes. It is a candlelight service 

too, with scripture reading, carol singing, and Holy Communion. Families with children 

(even if in their pajamas, prepared for sleeping, and Santa’s arrival) are especially 

welcome to attend!  

 

 

 

JAM (Jesus and Me) 

Mark your calendars! The Spring 2024 session of JAM (Jesus and Me) will begin on 

Wednesday February 28 and end on Wednesday May 15.  JAM is open to those 4 years of 

age and up. The weekly program begins at 5:30 pm and ends at 7:30 pm. . The program 

consists of Family Time (dinner), Recreation, Bible Study and Worship Arts. 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful 
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O Holy Night 
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It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
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Away in a Manger 
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What Child is This? 
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Silent Night 
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Go! Tell it on the Mountain 
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