May 9, 2021
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License: #A-733911 and for
livestreaming with CCLI #20990115. All music printed with permission: CCLI #1528365.
PRELUDE

Home is Where the Heart Is (Johnson)

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOTHER’S DAY TRIBUTE & PRAYER
INTROIT
We Have Come into His House
(Troy will sing through the introit once. We will then, all join to sing it through TWICE)
We have come into his house and gathered in his name to worship him.
We have come into his house and gathered in his name to worship him.
We have come into his house and
gathered in his name to worship Christ the Lord.
Worship Him - Christ The Lord.
CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 98)
Pastor:
Sing to the Lord a new song.
All:
For God has done marvelous things.
Pastor:
The Lord has remembered us with steadfast love and faithfulness.
All:
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of God.
Pastor:
Sing to the Lord a new song.
All:
For God has done marvelous things.
Pastor:
The Lord has remembered us through this long year in pandemics of body and soul.
All:
All the ends of the earth have seen a new beginning, a new hope for living in justice and
love.
Pastor:
Sing to the Lord a new song.
All:
For God has done marvelous things.
OPENING PRAYER1
Pastor:
Resurrected Lord, we gather in your love. We rejoice for you have brought us together again.
You have done a marvelous thing! You have given us new hope. We are thinking about reopening our lives, even as we have re-opened the sanctuary for in-person worship. Remind
us to love one another as we think of such things. Let us not go back to the way things were.
Let us love one another and make things better. Help us to live into your resurrection, a new
beginning, a new chance to get things right. In the name of the One who came to make all
things new, we pray. Amen.
HYMN

Enter, Rejoice, and Come In
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FIRST READING - 1 John 5:1-16
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent
loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments
are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that
conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God?

1

Rev. Dr. F. Timothy Moore, the former pastor of Sardis Baptist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, is the author of both
today’s Opening Prayer and Practicing Midrash: Reading the Bible’s Arguments as an Invitation to Conversation.

6

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
GOSPEL READING – John 15:9-17
9

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12“This is my
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father
will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love
one another.
HYMN

Jesus, Jesu

SERMON

Rev. Laura C. Bair

PRAYER: A CONFESSION OF RESURRECTION PRAISE
All:
Where children have lost education,
may love open up new possibilities for learning.
Where jobs have been lost and savings spent,
may love open up new opportunities for the future.
Where racial injustice has created inequities,
may love advance systems of fairness and justice.
Where despair has squeezed happiness out of life,
may love spring forth joy from deep within our being.
Where death has entered homes this pandemic,
may love heal grief, honor the dead, and bring life from their memory.
Remembering all that has been lost this past year, we renew our faith in God.
For we believe in God, who created the world from nothing,
who brought order to chaos.
We believe in Jesus the Christ, whose death was resurrected into new life.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, who makes all things new.
Wherever life is taken away we believe in God’s resurrection.
For in God life is the final word, not death, hope is everlasting,
and love conquers all. Amen.
OFFERING INVITATION
Liturgist:
Family of God, there are many signs we claim for our faith but ultimately it is our active
love that reveals who we worship. As we consider this moment of invitation – let us
commit to give of our whole selves. May we give generously of our talents, financial
resources, and time with the expectation that they will be used to further God’s purposes
in this church, our community, the world. Let us pause in silence for a moment to
recommit ourselves to God’s service through the church and to give as we are able.
(Pause)
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
All:
Victorious God, we promise to use these gifts for good. We promise to use these gifts
in furthering your kingdom here on earth. We commit to using these gifts in love
and mercy for others. Amen.
HYMN

Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling

BENEDICTION
Pastor:
Friends, as you leave this time of worship:
Share your faith to cast our fear.
Live into the hope to come and overcome evil with good.
And now may the love of God,
the grace of our Resurrected Lord,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
walk with you every step of the way.
All:
Amen.
POSTLUDE

A Mother’s Love (Davis)
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