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PREWORSHIP MUSIC
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Genesis 1)1
Pastor:
In the beginning God created all things,
All:
and God saw that they were good.
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:

At our beginning, God created us
unique and irreplaceable,
loved and wanted by God,
known and treasured, even before our first breath.

Pastor:
All:

In all our new beginnings, God creates something new
so we will seek God in the freshness of this morning,
in the laughter of friends,
in the colors of creation,
and in the beauty of this place.

Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:

Lord God, King of Creation,
open our eyes to see your presence,
our souls to sense your presence,
and our hearts to love you,
here in your creation,
and beyond it in eternity.
Amen.
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

HYMN

Bulletin, Page 3

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Based on Genesis 15:1-8)2
All people:
We hear the call to trust in God always, but honestly, some days our stresses and doubts are
even more real to us than God, and trust is elusive. We remember how Abram dared to believe
in God’s promises, but belief like that is hard to come by. We are often inclined to think, “God
helps those who help themselves,” instead of daring to rely on the word of our Creator. When
the world seems filled with dangers, we can be quick to protect ourselves, and we forget the
wisdom of scripture, which reminds us that we find traces of evil both outside and inside of
ourselves. With God’s help, we confront our fears and struggles, and we call upon a power
greater than our own to resist their pull. Hear us, Holy One, as we confess our frailty and
failings. (Pause for reflection)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Pastor:
Though fear should beset us; though danger cause us to close up our doors though troubles assail
and lead us away from the ways of grace; only one thing is necessary: just turn back to God’s
promise of grace. Remember that God is reaching out with loving arms and let yourself be held.
Only ask for forgiveness, and it is ours: know that in this moment we have asked and in Christ
Jesus, we are forgiven.
All people:
Thanks be to God!
1
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http://www.wellsprings.org.uk/liturgies/creation.htm). Posted on Third Space blog. http://third-space.org.uk/blog
United Church of Christ. Worship Ways Archives: Lent 2, Proper 14C

SCRIPTURE READINGS
STUDY SERMON

Genesis 1:1-2:4a; 3:1-24
Beginnings

Rev. Laura Baker

PASTORAL PRAYER3 & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor:
Almighty God, your Spirit swept over the waters of creation, and you are sweeping over us now,
creating something new. Call us away from the distractions of the world to experience what you
are doing now, in us, and through us, and in our world. Open us to a new awakening, a new
beginning, where we look through the lens of the goodness of your creation, experiencing all
possibilities in you. Turn us away from the negative lens and lead us to the light. In the name of
Jesus, who leads us into life, we continue to pray as he taught us:
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
OFFERING4
Pastor:
Every time we come to the moment of offering, it’s a crossroads. There is an inner struggle
between selfishness and generosity, a pull between fear of the future and faith in God’s
providence. Let us pause for a minute, a full 60 seconds to ponder the struggle, because it is real.
Let us pause and ponder our relationship with fear and faith.
(Pause for Personal Reflection)
Pastor:
Committed to the giving of our whole selves, let us dedicate our offerings with a prayer.
All people:
We give our offering this morning, Lord, stepping out in faith and down the road of grace. We
do this together, as your people, called and sent to be a blessing for all the world. In the name
of Jesus we pray, Amen.
HYMN

This is a Day of New Beginnings (Verses 1-4, only)
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BENEDICTION5 (Based on Genesis 28:13-15)
Pastor:
As we go from here, hear again the promises of God,
made long ago to our ancestors,
and are still true for us today:
All people:
“I am the Lord your God…
Know that I am with you,
and will keep you wherever you go.
I will not leave you
until I have done everything that I have promised.”
Pastor:
Let’s go into the world to serve,
in the assurance that our faithful God goes with us.
All:
Amen.
POSTLUDE
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