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PREWORSHIP MUSIC                                      
 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                            
 

CALL TO WORSHIP1  

Pastor:  We gather as God’s beloved children – 

All:  However glad we are, however out of sorts we are. 

Pastor:  We come together as a people whom Jesus calls into community 

All:  So, this becomes a place where all are welcome. 

Pastor:  We have come to give thanks, to pray and sing, to be with other 

All:  Let us worship God. 
 

HYMN                                               All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

                       
 

CALL TO CONFESSION2 

Pastor: Each week as a community we set aside time to admit our sin. For some, sin is hurting someone 

else. For others, sin is creating a rift between people. Sin may be our self-induced separation 

from God. No matter how we understand sin, let us offer to God what lies heavily in our hearts 

this day, first in silent prayer. 
 

 

 

 
1 Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’. Used with permission. 
2 Ibid. 



 

SILENT PRAYER 

COMMUNAL PRAYER of CONFESSION 

All:  O Holy God, we know we have fallen short. 

We turn our backs when we could embrace. 

We remain silent when we could speak. 

We speak when we could listen. 

We close the door when we could fling it wide open. 

We judge when we could seek understanding. 

We cling when we could give. 

Forgive us, O God, for being so very human at times, and help us to continue to grow into the 

people you created us to be, through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Pastor:  Friends, hear the Good News: the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting.  

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

All:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS - Genesis 11:1-9 

SERMON STUDY 
 

SCRIPTURE READING – Genesis 11:27-31 

SERMON STUDY 
 

SCRIPTURE READING – Genesis 15:1-21 

SERMON STUDY 

PASTORAL PRAYER3 & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Still-Speaking God, you encourage us not to be afraid of what the future holds, not to worry about 

tomorrow, but you know how difficult we find it to bear your words. For we worry about so many 

things: our families, our friends, our circumstances; some worries are big, most worries are small. 

We come before you this day with both big and tiny fears, and with confidence, knowing we can 

lay them all at your feet. 
 

Nurturing God, we bring our big worries about health and happiness and security for ourselves 

and for our loved ones. We bring big worries about the world we live in and its future existence 

as we continue to fail to address so many ecological problems. We bring big worries about the 

way people in our world are treated as less than human - exploited, tortured, helpless and abused. 
 

Compassionate God, we know that you are concerned with every aspect of our lives, so we also 

bring the little things that concern us, the worries which keep us awake at night, the worries which 

only you know. 
 

Creator God, reach out to all those for whom the future brings fears and uncertainties. Assure then 

that you are with them, even when that future seems dark, and circumstances feel like they are 

spiraling out of control. Remind them that you are able to transform even the bleakest of situations, 

grant healing and wholeness, and initiate new beginnings. 
 

Calling God, we make our prayers in faith, for we know that your Spirit is at work in our world 

making all things new. We pray through Christ, who taught us also to pray, saying: 
 

 

 

 
3 Adapted by Pastor Laura. The original was written by Rev. Anne Patton and posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday 

website. (http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/) 



 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
      

OFFERING INVITATION4 

Liturgist:  And now - not because we have to - but because we are grateful, let us return to God what is 

ours to share. Let us joyfully offer our time, our talent, financial resources, and commitment. 

  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

All: God, thank you! Thank you. THANK YOU - for your grace, for this community of faith, 

for the gifts of our lives. Bless the offerings we commit to giving today, that they might be used 

to further your kingdom, here and now. Work through each of us and through the ministries 

of this congregation that we might glorify you in all we say and do. Amen. 
 

HYMN                                                  Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing  Bulletin, Next Page 
 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  God calls us to step out in faith, 

to follow where God leads 

even if what God calls us to do seems impossible. 
 

So, let’s go from this time of worship with courage, 

trusting in God’s presence and power, 

and eager to do God’s will. 
 

And may the blessing of God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

be among you and within you, 

now and forevermore. 
 

All:  Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 By Liturgylink: Offering and Dedication. Submitted by Rev. Laura Becker, Northminster Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga, TN. 

April 2, 2011. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


