December 26, 2021 - Annual Christmas Carol Sing

PRELUDE
GREETING & SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
OPENING PRAYER1 and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor:
We come to adore you, little one.
On bended knee, with hopeful heart,
and eyes stretched wide with wonder and awe.
The gentleness of your gaze
draws us into the mystery of all that lies beyond,
and in that place of falling into joy we yield all that we are to you.
And we pray.
For those who are broken,
Those who seek,
The trembling and the rumbling tummies,
The haggard spirits and the ragged lives.
For those who cling to the last best thing,
And those whose hearts pine for love.
Bless us, O Lord, whom we adore,
and turn our faces ever toward you.
For peace,
For mercy,
for the sake of all that is holy.
We come to adore you, O Christ,
And continue in prayer as you taught us:
All people: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And, forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And, lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

1

written by Anne Fraley, rector of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in South Windsor, CT. Posted on RevGalBlogPals. https://revgalblogpals.org/

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 2:22-40
22
Then it was time for their purification offering, as required by the law of Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents took
him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. 23 The law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s first child is a boy, he must be dedicated
to the LORD.” 24 So they offered the sacrifice required in the law of the Lord—“either a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons.”
25

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the
Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 26 and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had
seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus
to the Lord as the law required, 28 Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace,
as you have promised.
30
I have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared for all people.
32
He is a light to reveal God to the nations,
and he is the glory of your people Israel!”
29

Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s
mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but
many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very
soul.”
33

36

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old.
Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. 37 Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four.[c] She
never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. 38 She came along just as Simeon
was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting
expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.
When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the law of the Lord, they returned home to Nazareth in
Galilee. 40 There the child grew up healthy and strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.
39

The Word of the Lord. Let all the people say, “Thanks be to God.”

OFFERING INVITATION
Pastor:
When celebrating the birth of a baby or a loved one’s birthday, it is customary to give them gifts. In this busy
season, it is easy for us to give our time, hearts, and money to everyone and everything except Jesus. In this
moment, we are invited to pause for some personal reflection - to consider how we might give more of our heart
to Jesus. We are invited in this moment, to know the joy of true Christmas giving by offering our gifts of time
and money to the ministry and missions of this church body, in order to further the work of Christ in the world.
(Pause) Let us offer all we commit to give with a prayer.
OFFERTORY
All:
Dear Jesus, accept the gifts we offer as symbols of our love and gratitude. Use our tithes and offerings to
support your work in the world. Amen.

Silent Night

What Child is This?

The First Noel

Go Tell it on the Mountain

O Little Town of Bethlehem

Angels We Have Heard on High

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Away in a Manger

We Three Kings

Joy to the World

BENEDICTION
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
All:

May the God of the angels, who heralded Christ's birth, bring joy to your hearts this day and always.
Amen
May the God of love, who gave his only Son to be born for you, fill your life with love and peace.
Amen
May Emmanuel, God with us, be present in all our doings and all our celebrations, until he brings us into his
eternal kingdom.
Amen
And may almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

