Second Sunday in Epiphany
January 17, 2021
GREETING and ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

The Light of the Star Shines Upon Us (Jones)

PRAYER OF INVOCATION and CONFESSION (Based on 1 Samuel, Psalm 79, Matthew 28)
Leader:
Let us begin in a spirit of prayer. We will use a responsive prayer. When I say, “Still-Speaking
God,” you are invited to respond with the words, “you are calling.” Again, when I say, “StillSpeaking God,” you are encouraged to say, “you are calling.” Let us pray:
Leader:
Gentle and patient.
Still-Speaking God,
All people:
you are calling.
Leader:
Careful and persistent,
Still-Speaking God,
All people:
you are calling.
Leader:
In grieving and in praise,
Still-Speaking God,
All people:
you are calling.
Leader:
Through dawn and midday,
Still-Speaking God,
All people:
you are calling.
Leader:
Unexpected and planned,
Still-Speaking God,
All people:
you are calling.
Leader:
In a still, small voice and in power,
Still Speaking God,
All people:
you are calling.
Leader:
Spontaneous and prepared,
Still Speaking God,
All people:
you are calling.
Leader:
Lord, you are eager for us to respond affirmatively to your call. Wherever we are on our life’s
journey. you continue to reach out to us, beckoning us to follow and answer you. Even when
we sin, you call to us, offering us your love, grace, forgiveness, and peace. In these next few
moments, God, we will pause in our time of corporate prayer, to offer you our individual
confessions. Still-Speaking God…
All people:
You are calling.
Leader:
God of hope, we long to hear these words addressed to us, "Do not fear, for I have redeemed
you." Forgive us for listening to, and believing, voices that call us worthless and unlovable.
We pause now in silence, to name the hurtful voices and circumstances in our lives.
(Silent prayer)
Leader:
God of mercy, your words speak louder than our pain. We hear you say, “I have called you by
name. YOU are mine.” Forgive our negative feelings about ourselves and others. We pause
now in silence, to confess our negative feelings.
(Silent prayer)
Leader:
God of love, these, your words, free us, “You are precious in my sight and I love you.” Forgive
us when we allow our fears and our worries to stifle your voice of love. We pause now in
silence to tell you the truth about our fears and worries.
(Silent prayer)

Leader:

All people:
Leader:

All people:
Leader:

All people:

HYMN

God of transformation, help us to hear again, your words of love that reverberate in every
corner of our being – every aspect of our lives – so we too may believe that we are your
beloved, on whom your favor rest. Still, Speaking God…
you are calling.
Sisters and brothers, hear again the Good News: God has redeemed us in and through Jesus,
who came “to give his life as a ransom for many.” Believe the Gospel! We are forgiven! Our
Still Speaking God calls us to life anew in Christ’s name! Let us respond with a resounding
“Yes! Here I am, Lord!”
Yes, here I am, Lord!
Here we are, Still Speaking God, at your service. You bless us abundantly! Use us and all
that we have to give with our time, talent, and financial resources that even now, in these
most challenging days, we might make positive change in the world. May our offerings help
to move us through our fears to bold new purpose! You are not finished with us yet! You are
still speaking and still calling us into your future. In the hope of Christ Jesus, we continue to
pray, as he taught us, saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
God Speak to Me

OLD TESTAMENT READING – 1 Samuel 3:1-20 (CEB)
Now the boy Samuel was serving the LORD under Eli. The LORD’s word was rare at that time, and visions were
not widely known. 2 One day Eli, whose eyes had grown so weak he was unable to see, was lying down in his
room. 3 God’s lamp hadn’t gone out yet, and Samuel was lying down in the LORD’s temple, where God’s
chest was.
4 The

LORD called to Samuel. “I’m here,” he said.

5 Samuel

hurried to Eli and said, “I’m here. You called me?”

“I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go lie down.” So, he did.
6 Again

the LORD called Samuel, so Samuel got up, went to Eli, and said, “I’m here. You called me?”

“I didn’t call, my son,” Eli replied. “Go and lie down.”
(7 Now Samuel didn’t yet know the LORD, and the LORD’s word hadn’t yet been revealed to him.)
8A

third time the LORD called Samuel. He got up, went to Eli, and said, “I’m here. You called me?”

Then Eli realized that it was the LORD who was calling the boy. 9 So Eli said to Samuel, “Go and lie down. If he
calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD. Your servant is listening.’” So, Samuel went and lay down where he had been.
10 Then

the LORD came and stood there, calling just as before, “Samuel, Samuel!”

Samuel said, “Speak. Your servant is listening.”
LORD said to Samuel, “I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of all who hear it
tingle! 12 On that day, I will bring to pass against Eli everything I said about his household—every last bit of
it![b] 13 I told him that I would punish his family forever because of the wrongdoing he knew about—how his
sons were cursing God,[c] but he wouldn’t stop them. 14 Because of that I swore about Eli’s household that his
family’s wrongdoing will never be reconciled by sacrifice or by offering.”
11 The

lay there until morning, then opened the doors of the LORD’s house. Samuel was afraid to tell the
vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel, saying: “Samuel, my son!”
15 Samuel

“I’m here,” Samuel said.
17 “What

did he say to you?” Eli asked. “Don’t hide anything from me. May God deal harshly with you and
worse still if you hide from me a single word from everything he said to you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything
and hid nothing from him.
“He is the LORD,” Eli said. “He will do as he pleases.”
19 So

Samuel grew up, and the LORD was with him, not allowing any of his words to fail. 20 All Israel from Dan
to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was trustworthy as the LORD’s prophet.

NEW TESTAMENT READING – John 1:43-51 (CEB)
next day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and he found Philip. Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Philip
was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter.
43 The

45 Philip

found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law and the
Prophets: Jesus, Joseph’s son, from Nazareth.”
46 Nathanael

responded, “Can anything from Nazareth be good?”

Philip said, “Come and see.”
47 Jesus

saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, “Here is a genuine Israelite in whom there is no

deceit.”
48 Nathanael

asked him, “How do you know me?”

Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree.”
49 Nathanael

replied, “Rabbi, you are God’s Son. You are the king of Israel.”

answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater
things than these! 51 I assure you that you will see heaven open and God’s angels going up to heaven and down
to earth on the Human One.”
50 Jesus

SERMON & PRAYER

Are You Listening

Ms. Cathy Rentzel

HYMN

Here I Am, Lord

End of Bulletin

BENEDICTION
Leader:
And now, sisters and brothers,
let us go from this time of worship,
knowing that the God who made us, also sustains us.
The God who calls us, also goes with us.
The God who loved us before we were even born
loves us today and will love us into all our tomorrows.
All people:
Amen.
POSTLUDE

The Lord Has Come (Brandt)

