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GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                   Liturgist                                                   

JOYS AND CONCERNS                                                                                          Liturgist  
  
PRELUDE                                                                                                   The Dillsburg Brass                                 
 

(Please stand in body and/or spirit) 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (Based on book of Ruth) 

Liturgist:  Here in this place, there are no foreigners, 

for all are welcome in God’s house. 

All:   Here in this worship, there is only acceptance, 

for love is the language of faith. 

Liturgist:  Here in our lives, there are no divisions, 

for God dwells in each of us. 

All:   Come, let us worship in unity and love.    
   

HYMN                           From All that Dwells Below the Skies         Bulletin Insert 
    
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Preacher:  The Divine Gardener cannot sow seeds of justice and peace 

where there is nothing but hearts of dry, hard rocks.  

Let us take a moment to confess our hard-heartedness, first in silence. 
 

(Silence for personal confession) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Preacher:  Please join me now, in our community Prayer of Confession. 

All people:  God of steadfast love, 

we confess that our hearts need tilling 

and the digging out of the deeply rooted sins 

that crowd out seedlings planted with divine compassion. 

Preacher:  Now let us open ourselves to new life, growing with decency! 

All people:  God of steadfast love, 

you change angry, bitter tears of remorseful hearts 

with raindrops  of mercy, 

Preacher:  Now let us germinate a new life, growing with uprightness! 

All people:  God of steadfast love, 

you change the cold shame of contrite hearts 

with sunrays of blessed forgiveness, 

Preacher:  Now let us sprout a new life, growing with integrity! 

All people:  God of steadfast love, 

you change the stony edges of repentant hearts 
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into landscapes of humility, 

Preacher:  Now let us branch out into new life, growing with generosity! 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Preacher: Hear the Good News! 

The Divine Gardener, 

tends to us with patient, steadfast love. 

In Christ, this faithful love is planted in our hearts.  

Gathered as Christ’s community of believers,  

this family of faith, 

with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, 

can now produce forgiveness for each other, as we are forgiven. 

All people: Thanks be to God, for the opportunity  

and ability to grow in love anew!   
  

PRAISE HYMN                                             Gloria Patri                                 Hymnal, #493 
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Liturgist: Since we have peace with God through Jesus Christ, by the power of 

the Spirit, let us stand and share peace with one another. 
 

(The congregation may be seated, as the children & youth come forward) 

JESUS SAID, “LET THE CHILDREN COME”                                                         
 

HYMN                                          Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                         Hymnal, #21 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING – Ruth 3:1-4:17                                                      Liturgist  

EPISTLE READING – Romans 8:1-11                                                                      Liturgist  

GOSPEL READING – Matthew 13:1-9, 17-23                                       Ms. Spring Davidson 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “sins”)         Ms. Spring Davidson 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 

us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                 The Dillsburg Brass 
 

(An Offering Collection Box is located on the table in the back of sanctuary, by the exit door) 

OFFERING INVITATION 

Liturgist: God’s blessings continually rain down upon us. Sometimes we recognize 

them as blessings, and sometimes we don’t. But God’s presence is with 

us in either case. Today we pause to remember the many times God has 

been with us along the way and has provided for our needs. Then, through 

the ministry and outreach of this faith community, we join in the work of 

God to provide for the needs of the larger world. In this time we commit 

to give of our time, talent, and money and let us offer all we promise to 

God with a song of praise and prayer of gratitude.  
 

(Please stand in body and/or spirit) 

DOXOLOGY                 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                  Hymnal, #258 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly hosts. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

All people: All good gifts come from you, Lord, and from your blessing, we bring 

this offering with humble gratitude. Help us to use it for the furtherance 

of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of those, both near and 

far, in need. Amen. 
            

HYMN                                                We Plow the Fields and Scatter                Bulletin Insert  
 

BENEDICTION 

Preacher: God has placed the seed of love and forgiveness in your heart.  

Go into God’s world with joy,  

telling of the good news of God’s abundant,  

lavish love for all creation.  

Go to be a witness to all the miraculous possibilities for hope and peace.  

All people: Amen.   
 

POSTLUDE                                The Dillsburg Brass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  


