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Pentecost Sunday 

May 31, 2020 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License: #A-733911 

All music printed with permission: CCLI #1528365 and RESOUNDworship.org 
 

GREETING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                 

CALL TO WORSHIP1 

Pastor:  Sometimes our hearts are shut up like the doors that imprisoned the disciples. 

Congregation:  Come, Holy Spirit, and gather us in with your mighty wind of justice! Blow open the 

doors of our hearts and minds and release us! 

Pastor:  Darkness floods our souls and we wonder if we will ever see the light again. 

Congregation: Come, Holy Spirit, and gather us in and let the flames of fire touch our hearts and 

our spirits! Burn away our fears and frustrations! 

Pastor: We sit, huddled in our own worlds of alienation and isolation. When will we ever feel the 

power of your love again, O God? 

Congregation:  Come, Holy Spirit, and gather us in. Fill our lives with your love! In creative new 

ways, free us to reach out to others with the good news of your eternal Presence.  

All:  Come, Holy Spirit, and gather us in. Now is the Kingdom! Now is the day!  
 

HYMN                                                                        Gather Us In                                   Bulletin, Pages 5 & 6                        

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION2  

All:  Lord of patience and persistence, we live in a broken and shattered world. All around us 

we see great evidence of hatred and alienation. We cannot help but observe the alienation 

of your people from each other. We create devices to separate rather than unite; to divide 

rather than come together in hope. Forgive us for our sins. These sins cause such 

division and hurt. Remind us today that the disciples, too, lived in a fearful world and 

that one day you came to them, as they sat huddled in fear, and you empowered them. 

You gave them hearts of courage and faith. Please bring to us the same hearts that we 

may serve you well, bringing peace and hope to our world. In the name of Christ, we 

offer this prayer. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS3 

Pastor: Sisters and brothers in Christ, hear the good news: God’s Holy Spirit brings you healing 

comfort and hope. You are being prepared to serve God in some mighty ways. Rejoice! God’s 

Holy Spirit is with you always. 

All: Amen! 

 

FIRST READING - Acts 2:1-21 (NIV) 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 

violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to 

be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 
1 Adapted Call to Worship #2 (Ministry Matters: https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2819/worship-connection-may-31-2020)  

and the hymn, Gather Us In (Haugen, Marty). 20 May 2020 
2 Ibid. Townley, Nancy C. https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/8177/worship-connection-may-31-2020 
3 Ibid.   

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2819/worship-connection-may-31-2020
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5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard 

this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 
7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us 

hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors 

from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of 

God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine!” 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you 

who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as 

you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘In the last days, God says, 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

    your young men will see visions, 

    your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood 

    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21 And everyone who calls 

    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

This is God's Holy Word. Let all the thankful people say, "Thanks be to God!" (wait) 

 

SECOND READING - John 7:37-39     

 
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty 

come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from 

within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that 

time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

  

This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. Let all God's people say, "Praise be to Christ."  (Wait)                             

 

SERMON                                                                                                                                Rev. Laura Bair 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                    Breathe (Smith)                                  Dr. Troy Winemiller 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

OFFERING INVITATION 

Pastor:  On this day of Pentecost, we celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit. Through the offerings 

of our time, talent, and money - blessed by the power of the Spirit - we participate in many 

of the everyday miracles experienced all around us. Let us give generously to foster the 
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miracles and possibilities that God has in store for this church and community. Let us now, 

take a moment in our hearts to re-commit ourselves to God’s service and dedicate our tithes 

and offerings (Pause for personal dedication). Let us now pray together… 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER & THE LORD'S PRAYER 

All: Lord of wind and fire, of hope and mercy, we ask that you bless these gifts today. We praise 

you for blessing us abundantly and ask that you use this portion of what we return to you. 

Put them to work for your kingdom, so all may know themselves to be blessed by you. We 

pray in one Spirit, as Christ taught us, praying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

All: Eternal God, thank you for this mystery of faith, where you have given yourself to us. 

May we go into the world strengthened by your Spirit, in a spirit of generosity, in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                       In the Midst of New Dimensions                       Bulletin, Page 4 

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: Breathe! Breath in deeply, the Spirit of God! 

Go in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 Love Christ and do the things that he has done. 

 In the name of the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.  
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