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Starview United Church of Christ 

Annual Outdoor Worship Service & Picnic 

September 17, 2023, at 10 AM 

John Rudy Park – Wren Pavilion 
 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                  Dillsburg Brass Band 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: God, as we gather together to worship you, we stand in awe of your creation. 

All:   We see you in the rising and setting of the sun. 

We see you in the moon and the stars of the night sky. 

Your creative presence is all around us.  

Pastor: We see you in the beasts of the field,  

the birds of the air and the creatures of the sea.  

All:   From the flowers of the valley to the mountaintops in the sky, 

Pastor: We see your beauty all over the earth. 

All:   Let us worship you for who you are our Creator and Sustainer.  
 

HYMN                                        My Lord, What a Morning                               Page 6, Bulletin                    
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Pastor: Though God’s creation dazzles us with all of its wonder, we have not always done 

our part to be good stewards of it. Let us confess before God the times we have 

missed the mark when it comes to our own lives as well as caring for creation. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

All: God, we come to you today acknowledging that things are broken. Creation is 

broken. Relationships are broken. We are broken. But in the same breath we know 

that you make all things new. Today we pray that your presence would be felt in 

our brokenness. We ask that through your grace all of creation would once again 

be made whole. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Pastor: Hear the Good News today: The life, death, and resurrection of Christ covers all our 

iniquities. Just as quickly as our sins were offered up, they have been forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

All:  Alleluia! Amen. 
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RESPONSE OF PRAISE                      Halle, Halle, Halle  
 

       
 

SPECIAL YOUTH TIME                “Something Smells!”                                    Pastor Laura             

2 Corinthians 2:14-17 (NLT) 
 

HYMN                                               Jesus Shall Reign                                      Page 7, Bulletin 
 

RESPONSIVE PSALTAR READINGS                                                            

PSALM 115:14-18  

Liturgist: May the LORD richly bless both you and your children. 

All:  May you be blessed by the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 

Blue Table: The heavens belong to the LORD, but he has given the earth to all humanity. 

Red Table: The dead cannot sing praises to the LORD, 

for they have gone into the silence of the grave. 

All:  But we can praise the LORD both now and forever! 

PRAISE THE LORD! 
 

PSALM 19:1-4 

Liturgist: The heavens declare the glory of God; 

      the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Yellow/Green Day after day they pour forth speech; 

      night after night they reveal knowledge. 

Blue/Red: They have no speech. 

They use no words. 

No sound is heard from them. 

All:  And yet - their voice goes out into all the earth, 

      their words to the ends of the world. 
 

Psalm 8 

Liturgist: O LORD, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth! 

Your glory is higher than the heavens. 
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All: You have taught children and infants 

to tell of your strength,  

silencing your enemies 

and all who oppose you. 

Yellow: When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers— 

the moon and the stars you set in place— 

what are mere mortals that you should think about them, 

human beings that you should care for them?  

Green: Yet you made them only a little lower than God 

and crowned them[ with glory and honor. 

You gave them responsibility for everything you made, 

putting all things under their authority— 

the flocks and the herds 

and all the wild animals, 

the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, 

and everything that swims the ocean currents. 

All:  O LORD, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth! 
 

RESPONSIVE EPISTLE READING 

Romans 1:20 (adapted) 

Liturgist: For ever since the world was created,  

people have seen the earth and sky.  

Through everything God made,  

they can clearly see God’s invisible qualities— 

the Creator’s eternal power and divine nature.  

All:  So, we have no excuse for not knowing God. 

Liturgist: For ever since the world was created, 

People have seen the earth and sky. 

Through everything God made,  

we can clearly see God’s invisible qualities – 

  the Creator’s eternal power and divine nature. 

All:  So, we have no excuse for not knowing God. 

Blue:  No excuse for not knowing God. 

Red:  No excuse. 

Yellow: We see the earth; we see the sky. 

Green: We see everything God made. 

All:  We KNOW God. 

  Amen. 
 

HOMILY                                                                                                      Rev. Laura C. Baker 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (bidding prayer) 

Pastor: Creator God, 
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You are the one who has given all the world life and given it abundantly.  

No matter how much we praise your name, we can never say enough to thank you 

for all that you have given. We have come to you asking forgiven for our part in 

helping the world stay broken instead of being the initiators of healing. For that 

reason, we come to you know as we pray for the people of the world. 

All:  For creation and the ways, we continue to harm it… 

For creation and the ways, we are learning to be better caretakers of it… 

For safe travel to and from final summer vacations and events… 

For the start of a new school year: students, guardians, education staff… 

For the restart of church programs: Sunday School, choirs, JAM, Grief Share... 

For those who are hurting and need our prayers and comfort… 

For those who are hungry and need to be fed… 

For those who are alone and need community… 

For those who are imprisoned by dis-ease of mind, body and/or spirit… 

For those who are ill or are dying… 

For all caregivers… 

For your church – everywhere… 

For all who love you God; for those who don’t know you, 

and for those who have turned away from you… 

Pastor: We pray for what we need God, just as Jesus taught us: 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Liturgist: As evident through all of creation, God has given freely given to us. Let us 

continue to worship through the giving of our tithes and our offerings. The offering 

collection box is located on the table by the Worship Candle and may be used at 

any time during or after the service and picnic. Let us dedicate all we give with an 

acapella singing of the Doxology and a Prayer of Thanksgiving. 
 

DOXOLOGY 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & BLESSING OF FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

All: God we know that you aren’t in need of anything we have to offer. However, you 

desire for us to serve you in every aspect of our life. We pray that this offering was 

not a meaningless ritual but a true act of worship. Bless these tithes and offerings 

and guide us as we seek to use them to serve and love you in all of creation. Amen. 
 

HYMN                                Go, My Children, With My Blessing                       Page 8, Bulletin 
 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: God send us into the world as people that seek to honor you in all that we do, 

a people who looks for you in creation, 

and the people who take care of creation.  

All:  Amen. 
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