
1 

 

September 6, 20201 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License: #A-733911 

All music printed with permission: CCLI #1528365, RESOUNDworship.org and Worship Design Studio 

 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER CALL TO WORSHIP 

All: Gracious God, we come this day seeking courage and hope for the future. Our world is in 

such peril. Heal these wounds and quiet the words of war. Help us to be those who bring 

peace in our families and communities. Banish the darkness of doubt and fear; anoint us 

with your light and love that we may spread the good news of your mercy to everyone. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

HYMN                                                                      Abide with Me       

 

 
1 Townley, Nancy. “Worship Connection: September 6, 2020” Ministry Matters. 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/1588/worship-connection-september-6-2020 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/1588/worship-connection-september-6-2020
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Forgiving and loving God, our hearts are filled today with pain and concern for the future 

of humankind. Words of anger assail our airways — we cannot escape from the threats 

being thrown about. In our fear, we cry “Where are you, O Lord?” We wander around in 

the darkness of the spirit, seeking light and hope. Forgive us when we forget that you are 

always with us, through times of peace and times of war. Heal our souls. Help us to reach 

out to others with the assurance of your love and presence, for we ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: God hears our prayers and our cries. God leads us out of the darkness of the past into the 

bright promise of today. We are called to stand strong and confident in God’s Love. Rejoice, 

dear friends, for that love which began before creation flows in and through you this day! 

All: Amen!  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING - Exodus 12:1-14 (The Living Bible) 

Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2 “From now on, this month will be the first and most important of the 

entire year. 3-4 Annually, on the tenth day of this month (announce this to all the people of Israel) each family 

shall get a lamb[a] (or, if a family is small, let it share the lamb with another small family in the neighborhood; 

whether to share in this way depends on the size of the families). 5 This animal shall be a year-old male, either a 

sheep or a goat, without any defects. 

 
6 “On the evening of the fourteenth day of this month, all these lambs shall be killed, 7 and their blood shall be 

placed on the two side-frames of the door of every home and on the panel above the door. Use the blood of the 

lamb eaten in that home. 8 Everyone shall eat roast lamb that night, with unleavened bread and bitter 

herbs. 9 The meat must not be eaten raw or boiled, but roasted, including the head, legs, heart, and 

liver.[b] 10 Don’t eat any of it the next day; if all is not eaten that night, burn what is left. 

 
11 “Eat it with your traveling clothes on, prepared for a long journey, wearing your walking shoes and carrying 

your walking sticks in your hands; eat it hurriedly. This observance shall be called the Lord’s Passover. 12 For I 

will pass through the land of Egypt tonight and kill all the oldest sons and firstborn male animals in all the land 

of Egypt and execute judgment upon all the gods of Egypt—for I am Jehovah. 13 The blood you have placed on 

the doorposts will be proof that you obey me, and when I see the blood I will pass over you and I will not 

destroy your firstborn children when I smite the land of Egypt. 

 
14 “You shall celebrate this event each year (this is a permanent law) to remind you of this fatal night. 

 

GOSPEL READING - Matthew 18:15-20 (New Revised Standard Version) 
15 “If another member of the church[a] sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. 

If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.  16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 

along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If the 

member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let 

such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of 

you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or 

three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

 

SERMON                                                 Prepared for the Long Journey                          Rev. Laura C. Bair 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14&version=TLB#fen-TLB-1597a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14&version=TLB#fen-TLB-1602b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23741a
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Pastor: Lord of light, in the midst of darkness and fear, you call us to be a community of peace, love 

and hope. You remind us of the blessings we have and the opportunities to share those blessings 

with others. We praise and thank you for all these things and for your constant presence with 

us. Today, as a community seeking peace and healing, we offer the names of loved ones who 

are struggling with illness, with loss, with feelings of alienation and fear. We name, by first 

name only, our dear loved ones. By saying their name aloud, all who have gathered in worship, 

near and far, may enter the prayer for these people, seeking your healing and hope in their 

lives. Let us share our concerns within this worshipping community of faith. [Prayers of 

concern are offered here]. As we have lifted up our concerns, we also offer messages of love 

and rejoicing. Let us offer prayers of thanksgiving and joy in this community of faith. [Prayers 

of joy are offered here]. Lord, we thank you for your healing mercies and your sustaining love 

for us. We are confident in your abiding presence with us. Help us to be faithful to you in all 

times and in all places. Give us the grace to accept the forgiveness you have offered to each of 

us. For it is in Jesus’ name that we offer this prayer. 

All: Amen. 
 

OFFERING INVITATION 

Liturgist: Because God has blessed us abundantly, we are so grateful for this opportunity to offer back a 

portion of that blessing so others will know God’s blessing too! Let us offer our very lives, 

along with our tithes and offerings, and dedicate them using the Offertory Prayer printed in our 

bulletins. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

All:  We dedicate to you, generous God, our lives. Receive these offerings as a sign of our gratitude 

and commitment. We do this boldly because you promise to be with us always in Christ Jesus, 

who taught us to pray, saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And, forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And, lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                        Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer                         Bulletin, Page 4                      

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: Go into this world confident in Christ’s love and God’s eternal presence with you. Go to be a 

witness for good and a bearer of peace to all you meet. Go in peace!  

All: Amen. 
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